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Key issues for success in public 
lands stewardship

1. Why is it so important to succeed in 
protecting our public lands now?

2. Why is it important to succeed in building 
strong and resilient connections and 
collaborations among all public lands 
stakeholders?

3. What issuccess for the Eastern Sierra 
Nevada region and its public lands?

4. How can we create paths to success?

5. How can we sustain success?

ΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΦ

Building 
Connections to 
Success in the 
Eastern Sierra 
Nevada Region



1. Why is it so important to succeed in 
protecting our public lands now?



The public lands decisions we make over the next 10-15 years will to 
a large extent dictate the future direction of public lands and 
surrounding landscapes  for the next 50-100 years and beyond.



There are the increasing systemic threats to our public lands



Biologist E. O. Wilson estimated in 2002 that if current rates of human 
destruction of the biosphere continue, one-half of all species of life on earth 
will be extinct in 100 years. 

More significantly, the rate of species extinctions at present is estimated at 
100 to 1000 times the "background" or average extinction rates in the 
evolutionary time scale of the Earth.

Rapidly increasing loss 
of biodiversity



Droughts, increased urban/wild lands interface, and unintended 
effects of decades of fire suppression



Other types of challenges are now endangering 
our public lands such as:

τThe global economic downturn
τShrinking budgets and staffing for public lands
τLimited ways to protect public lands
τIncreasing visitation and human impacts



Meanwhile the large-scale, difficult-to-address 
threats are accelerating:

τInvasive species replacing native species
τProlonged droughts and water shortages
τAir and water pollution
τEnergy shortages
τGlobal warming
τBiome shifts
τClimate change



!ƴŘΧŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƭƻǿŜǊ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
high elevations

Surprising evidence refutes current assumptions on the  impacts of climate 
changes in mountain areas

Climate change has had a significant effect on mountain vegetation at low 
elevations in the past 60 years, according to a study done by the University of 
California at Davis, University of Wisconsin-Madison, and U.S. Geological Survey.

This information may guide future conservation efforts in helping decision makers 
develop regional landscape predictions about biological responses to climate 
changes.

These findings support recent predictions that climate change stresses ecosystems 
at lower elevations more than higher elevations. These findings counter earlier 
expectations that high-elevation communities would be most sensitive to climatic 
warming. Investigators found strong signals of increased drought stress in the low-
elevation forests, but not at high elevations. 



Clearly, these threats are not only increasing, they are 
sometimes different than we expected. 

How can we respond effectively to such difficult threats?



Have a bold vision that 
inspires ACTIONS and 
matches the values we 
cherish

Collaborate with  all 
stakeholders to create 
results

Communicate progress 
effectively

Create success now andfor 
future generations

bƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ¸h¦w ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ !/¢Η



2. Why is it important to succeed in building 
strong and resilient connections and 
collaborations among all public lands 
stakeholders?



By building collaborative long-
term connections among all
public lands stakeholder groups, 
we can create long-term success 
in protecting our public lands. 

This will ensure they can provide 
health, social, and economic 
benefits now and for future 
generations. These are eco-
system services provided by 
public lands. 



The 20th century: 
Top-Down Management  

The concept of public lands 
gained legislative support and 
ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άǘƻǇ Řƻǿƴέ 
management paradigms were 
applied to their protection.

The 21st century: 
Collaborative Management 

Public lands face very complex impacts. 
No one group can possibly manage them 
and protect them effectively from these 
threats. 

Managers and stakeholders now need to 
find more adaptive and collaborative 
ways to protect our public lands..

Today all Stakeholders need to be engaged in public lands management



In the 21st century we need to be 
creative in finding ways to connect 
and collaborate with all stakeholders



¦ǎŜ ά!ŘƻǇǘ ŀ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎέ 
Programs to connect 
people to public lands



Are our charismatic species 
also stakeholders? Can they 
help connect people to 
protecting public lands?



In the 21st century, public lands management will 
be more effective when all stakeholders can 
ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ άŎƻ-ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊǎέ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭŀƴŘǎΣ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Χ



Traditional user groups



Non-Traditional user groups and 
motorized user groups



ΧŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ 
such as wildlife viewers, sky 
runners, adventure hikers, 
rappelers, and other 
recreationists. They can be very 
valuable additions to 
collaborations.


