
Mountain Protection Update
JMA 50th Anniversary Events τ14 January 2011

Linda McMillan, MBA



The American Alpine Club and the UIAA Mountain 
Protection Commission see an important conservation 
role for climbers:

Bringing together mountain science, sport and tourism to 
protect our mountain regions of the world. 

IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪ Χ



The Alpine Conservation Partnership 
2007-2017

This is a ten-year partnership of The American Alpine Club (AAC) and The 
Mountain Institute (TMI) . The long-term goal is to protect and restore 
the world's alpine ecosystems. This partnership uses long-term scientific 
studies, high-altitude field programs, and the active participation of local 
people, NGOs, and governments. It helps to reduce common impacts 
such as cutting of timber for firewood, overgrazing by animals, and 
destruction of native plant and animal species.

The goal of the Partnership is to build a valuable legacy of successful 
high-value conservation projects initiated by climbers and mountaineers.

Location of projects: the Himalaya, East African Highlands, Andes, Russian 
Altai, and North America



Human Waste ManagementConference and 
Best Practices

Human waste management is an increasing health, 
environmental and ethical issue in remote climbing 
and mountaineering areas around the world. Many 
innovative solutions are now being developed to 
address this important issue. TheAAC hosted awell-
attendedand highly successful international 
conference to discuss this issue and solutions at their
Colorado headquarters on July 30-31, 2010. Over 120 
people attended from 12 countries including Japan. 

Best practices and ideas from this conference are 
available at:
http://www.americanalpineclub.org/exitstrategies

The leader of this conference is Roger Robinson, 
Mountaineering Ranger at Denali National Park:
MHW.Wild@gmail.com

http://www.americanalpineclub.org/exitstrategies
mailto:MHW.Wild@gmail.com


The Climber Conservation Corps

¢ƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ !ƭǇƛƴŜ /ƭǳō ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ƛƴ нлмм ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ŜǊƻŘŜŘ ŎƭƛƳōŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ƛƴ !ǊƎŜƴǘƛƴŀΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ  
Los GlaciaresNational Park in Argentina. This project is supported by the clothing company Patagonia 
Inc. of California.



/ƭƛƳōŜǊǎ ƭƻǾŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ ά/ƭŜŀƴ ǳǇέ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 
at their favorite climbing areas

The international Yosemite Facelift event in 
Yosemite National Park each September attracts 
thousands of climbers and others each year 
from around the world

National Park Rangers 
appreciate the help of 
climbers and others to 
protect Yosemite

This event is so popular, the 
number of participants is now 
limited to avoid large crowds.



The rapid growth of the annual Yosemite Facelift Event 
shows that it offers a way for participants of all ages to 
feel valuable byhelpingto protect the place they love. 

In 2010, over 160 miles of roadway and turnouts were 
cleaned during this event. Over 100 miles of trails and 
20 miles of river corridor were also cleaned. Everything 
was sorted and over 80% was recycled. Volunteers 
receive free camping in Yosemite National Park, and 
each night is a large event with free food and music. 
This is an excellent way to meet climbers from around 
the world, and is very popular with families.

Year  
Number of 
volunteers  

Yearly  
% æ 

Number of 
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donated  
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debris 

collected  

Yearly  
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days of the 
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2007  2,945  255%  18,335  43,220  173%  $344,148  5 

2006  1,157  193%  9,256  25,000  327%  $166,970  5 

2005  600  40 0%  4,696  7,655  255%  $77,672  4 

2004  150  Year 1    2,7 00 *    3,000 *  Year 1  $44,65 8 3 

Totals  4,8 52  
1,963 %  Yr. 

1-4 æ 
34,287  78,875  

1,441%  

Yr. 1 -4 æ 
$6 33,448  17  

 



Free Coffee and Tea with a Ranger 
Sessions

In Yosemite National Park, Rangers have 
learned how to more effectively protect 
Yosemite with  the help of climbers and 
other visitors.

The American Alpine Club sponsors free 
coffee and tea sessions on Sunday 
mornings at Camp 4 each May to 
September each year. These sessions allow 
the Climbing Ranger to talk to hundreds of 
climbers and others each year, answer 
their questions, and let them know ways 
to stay safe and protect Yosemite.

This is a very effective and inexpensive way 
to teach people how to protect mountain 
environments. It also makes visitors feel 
very connected to this special place.



Mountain Protection Commission

Our Focus:
1. Developing and promoting ά.Ŝǎǘ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎέfor mountaineers, 

tourists, and tourism operators
2. Responding effectively to climate changes in mountain regions
3. Preserving the natural and cultural resources of mountain 

regions

Our  Global Goal:  Bring science, climbing sports, and tourism 
together to improve mountain protection around the world



Commission member Ang Tshering Sherpa, 
his son Dawa Steven Sherpa (Expedition 
Leader), and their Asian Trekking team 
used their ά/ŀǎƘ ŦƻǊ ¢ǊŀǎƘέprogram in 
their 2010 Eco-Everest Expedition, which 
removed over 4803 kilos of trash from the 
Everest massif.  

AngTshering and Asian Trekking also 
organized a Tree Plantation eventin Nepal 
in July. Staff of Asian Trekking and locals 
and school children from Lakhuri 
Bhanjyang village participated in a day-
long program that included planting more 
than 800 new trees to restore the 
ecosystem of the region. 

Developing and promoting ά.Ŝǎǘ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎέfor 
mountaineers, tourists, and tourism operators



May 29 - International Mt. Everest Day 
was celebrated with a large procession 
through the streets of Kathmandu featuring 
national and international Everest 
summiteers from around the world plus 
mountaineers who have worked to 
conserve the Khumbu region and its 
precious natural and cultural resources over 
the years.This was followed by an evening 
program of awards and  speeches by 
mountain experts.

September 21- Climate Change Awareness 
Rally at the United Nationsby the Everest 
Summiteers and Nepali Government 
officials

Responding effectively to climate changes in 
mountain regions

In 2010 we participated in other 
international events focused on raising 
awareness of climate change in mountains



Preserving the natural and cultural resources 
of mountain regions

We also participated in international events and conferences around the world:

Imja Tsho Action Run- June 2010- Khumburegion of Nepal.  Organized by Commission member Ang 
Tshering Sherpa and his son Dawa Steven Sherpa. Events and speakershighlightedthe need for all 
mountains stakeholder groups to work together to understand and address the impacts of climate 
change on the Himalaya and other mountains of the world.

Global Change and Mountain Regions Conference (GLOCHAMORE2) - September 26-30 - Perth, 
Scotland 2010 in collaboration with the Mountain Research Initiative (MRI) on global change and the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜŘ ōȅ ¦b9{/hΩǎ aŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ όa!.ύ 
programme, and the Commission on Mountain Response to Global Change of the International 
Geographical Union.

Visitor Impacts & Monitoring Symposium - Yosemite National Park- April 2010 - Scientists, academics 
and protected areas managers from around the world gathered in Yosemite Valley on April 7, 2010 for 
this excellent symposium convened by the US National Park Service.



The UIAA Mountain 
Protection Commission 
believes the new 
Mountain Protection 
Label can be an 
effective way to 
protect mountains and 
their cultures and 
educate visitors about 
the many ways they 
can protect mountains 
from their impacts.

The new UIAA Mountain Protection Label



The Mountain Protection Label is 
being developed in partnership with 
the United Nations Environment 
Programme(UNEP) and the World 
Travel Organization (WTO).


